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  On this day 37 years ago, my husband formally prop [image: On this day 37 years ago, my husband formally proposed to me. He popped the question on bended knee in his grandparents’ living room.  Nanny and Poppie were right there when he did, offering tips on how to do the job properly and insisting he back up and start again at several key points.  Even without their clever coaching, though, Doug’s words were music to my ears — and far outshone the only other marriage proposal I ever received!  Saying yes to him was one of the best decisions I’ve ever made!  #marriageproposals #poppingthequestion #happilyeverafter #sograteful #engaged #happytobemrsdougflanders] 

  One of the most gratifying things I’ve gotten to    [image: One of the most gratifying things I’ve gotten to witness as a mother is watching my older kids come alongside their younger siblings to share knowledge and expertise. 👨🏫  David did this while he was home for a few days last Christmas, gathering his brothers and sisters around the dining table for a lively discussion about finances, complete with power point slides. He even helped our 18-year-old Daniel set up a ROTH IRA. 🏦  Homeschooling really changes the whole family dynamic. Rather than compartmentalizing education to an exchange that takes place in a classroom between teacher and student, it fosters a lifestyle of learning and throws wide open the possibility of gleaning wisdom and helpful advice from anybody willing to share it — including your own siblings. ❤️  #homeschoollife #largefamilyliving #budgetmeeting #homeschoolfamily] 

  Here’s the springtime edition of “the tree for  [image: Here’s the springtime edition of “the tree for all seasons” that we’re keeping in the corner of our bedroom this year. 🎄  To say “I Only Have Eyes for You” is probably an exaggeration, but I do find myself pausing to admire it every time I pass by. 👀  My daughter and I crafted most of the ornaments by hand: scripture verses framed with sticks, felted birds, mossy nests, painted bird houses, intricate scherenschnitte designs, and paper flower bouquets. ✂️  Which partly explains why I’m so thrilled with the results. ❤️  #nationalcraftmonth #handcrafts #feltingwork #busyhandshappyheart] 

  My little crafting buddy is growing up, branching     [image: My little crafting buddy is growing up, branching out, guest posting craft tutorials on our family blog, and will soon be opening her own Etsy shop.  #staytuned #homeschoolfamily #crafting #homemaking #memorymaking #smallbiz] 

  One of the things I love most about homemaking and  [image: One of the things I love most about homemaking and homeschooling is that both “jobs” provide so much scope for the imagination!  March is National Craft Month, and we’re embracing it with enthusiasm by crafting some paper bird ornaments for the “Springtime Tree” in my bedroom. 🪺  I’ve filled it with handcrafted birds, nests, and birdhouses. Next I just need to add a few bees. 🐝  #lovinglifeathome #homemaking #homeschooling #nationalcraftmonth #whydoihavespringfever #whenitisntevenspring] 

  Yesterday was “Pirates vs. Mermaids Day” at ou [image: Yesterday was “Pirates vs. Mermaids Day” at our homeschool co-op. We didn’t have time to make mermaid costumes, so we pressed the costumes I’d made for a trip to @colonialwmsburg into service and added enough trinkets, scarves, and seashell necklaces to pass for 18th century pirates. Arrrgh!  #homeschoolcoopthemedays #pirateslifeforme #homeschoolmomlife #learningshouldbefun] 

  We finished!  #cowtown #halfmarathon #homeschoolpe  [image: We finished!  #cowtown #halfmarathon #homeschoolpe #teammolasses #slowbutsweet #goals #motherdaughtertime #dohardthings] 

  The psalmist prayed, “Teach us to number our day  [image: The psalmist prayed, “Teach us to number our days so we can apply our hearts to wisdom.”  So, if there is anything more pressing that you should be doing right now, this your reminder to stop scrolling and attend to it. ❤️  #signingoffnow 😊 #firstthingsfirst #workbeforeplay #dowhatmatters] 
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